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Joseph Makes Himself Known (Genesis 45)
Main Point: God’s grace is available to everyone.
Key Verse: God’s saving grace has appeared to all people. - Titus 2:11
Materials: index cards
Personal Connection:

· Say: Have you ever had to forgive someone who hurt your feelings or did something mean to you? It’s not always easy to forgive others when they have hurt us and not treated us like they should have. Leader, share about a time when you had to forgive a friend for hurting you.

· Say: Did you know that when you choose to forgive someone, you are acting like God acts? Split your children into 3 groups. Have each group read one of the passages and share it with the other two groups : Mark 11:25, Matt 6:12, 14,15, Col 3:13
· Say: These verses tell us something important about God. He forgives! He wants us to forgive others. Even when someone has done something really mean to us and we forgive them, it still never measures up to how much God has forgiven us. It’s like the difference between getting one m&m, compared to an all-you-can-eat buffet! 
· Say: In fact, when we forgive others, we get opportunities to show God’s unconditional love to them! God uses each situation where we forgive to bring honor and glory to Him. That is pretty incredible!
Hands on Application:
· Say:  Let’s say your sister has hurt your feelings exactly 21 times just this week alone. Should you still forgive her? Let’s take a look at Matthew 18:21-22. What did Jesus tell Peter was the answer to that problem? 
· Say: I want you to write down on the index card a time when someone really hurt you and you had to forgive them. Let’s not write down their name. You can just put, “my friend” or “my classmate” to help us along with your story. 
Group Discussion:

· Say: Now, I want you to think of how God could possibly use that situation to bring you or your friend closer to Him. If you are having trouble thinking of a good idea, you can ask me or your friends here for some help. Write down your ideas on your index cards.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will learn to forgive others as God forgives us.

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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